
Week 7: Approaching the Throne 
Read Matthew 7:1-6. 

 

Our Intentions 

● What is the job of a judge? 
● How do we see ourselves acting as judges in our lives? 
● What do verses 3-5 have to do with judgment? What is Jesus getting at? 

God’s Idea 

 

• If God doesn’t want us to judge, what does he want us to do? 
● Read Luke 10:27.  
● Read Galatians 5:13-15. What is God’s heart for His people? 
● Read Galatians 6:1-5. What is God calling us to do? 

Social Media’s 
Influence 

 

● What are you quick to praise on social media? Why? 
● What are you critical of on other people’s social media platforms? Why do 

those things bother you? 
● How do you find those things connected to your own heart and social media 

usage? 
 

Kingdom 
Intersection 

 
● Read Psalm 9:7, Psalm 45:6, and Psalm 47:8. What do these verses tell us 

about God’s character? 
● Read Romans 6:23. What are the implications of our sin? 
● What does it mean that “the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus”? 
● Read Hebrews 4:14-16. 
● What does it mean that Jesus is our high priest? 
● In verse 15… because was born fully man (and fully God), he took on the 

weakness of the flesh and endured temptation without sin. Think about Jesus 
in the wilderness. He was tempted with power, popularity and possessions. He 
knows what it feels like to encounter hard stuff, but he didn’t sin! 

● In his death on the cross, he was a perfect sacrifice. He satisfied the payment 
for the debt and depths of our sin. In his resurrection, he conquered sin and 
death so that we no longer live under the bondage of the flesh. We don’t need 
to be the judge, because we have a perfect judge.  

● Read Ephesians 2:8-9.  
●  Romans 14:10-13 says, “You, then, why do you judge your brother or sister? 

Or why do you treat them with contempt? For we will all stand before God’s 
judgment seat. It is written: ‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord, ‘every knee will 
bow before me; every tongue will acknowledge God.’ So then, each of us will 
give an account of ourselves to God. Therefore, let us stop passing judgment 
on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or 
obstacle in the way of a brother or sister.” We must operate out of the gift of 
grace that God as poured out over our lives. No one deserves to be saved 
(Romans 3:23). It is only out of God’s great love that he has chosen us to live as 
co-laborers rather than enemies of the gospel. 
 



Implications for Us 

 

● Read Romans 14:10-13. How do you combat the patterns of passing judgment? 
(addressing our own insecurities, knowing someone else’s story, not assuming 
the motives of others, unrealistic expectations, thinking and hoping the best 
of/for others) 

● In what areas of life are you tough on yourself? How can you extend grace to 
yourself in those places? 

● What plank in your own eye do you need surrender to the Lord? 
 

Heart of the Matter: God is the only one that sits on the throne. We have to be willing to take ourselves off the 

throne of our own kingdom and set ourselves at the feet of the true King. Jesus is the only way of salvation and 

true freedom. Only by examining our own hearts in humility will we be able to love others well. 



Week 8: Searching for Satisfaction 
Read Matthew 7:7-12. 

 

Our Intentions 

● What is the opposite of asking? 
● What is the opposite of seeking? 
● What is the opposite of knocking?  
● Read Proverbs 13:4. Have there been times in your life when you are feel like 

you are searching and not finding answers? 
 

God’s Idea 

 

• Why does God want us to ask, seek and knock? 

• Read verses 9-11. What do these verses say about God’s character? 

• Have you ever received a gift that was better than anything you expected or 
asked for? 

• That is God’s heart for us. He wants to give us something better than we could 
asked or imagined, but it starts by simply having a relationship with him. He 
knows what will ultimately satisfy us.  

• Read James 4:7-8. What is God’s heart for us in these verses? 
 

Social Media’s 
Influence 

 

● When do you find yourself using social media? What time of day? What 
situations? 

● How often do you mindlessly scroll on your social media feed? 
● Often, we go to social media looking for “something,” but we don’t know what 

that “something” is; therefore, we just keep scrolling. We continue to seek an 
answer to a question that we don’t know we are asking. When we don’t know 
what we are looking for, we will continue to search and not be satisfied.  

● Do you see this playing out in your own life? 
 

Kingdom 
Intersection 

 
● Read Psalm 73:25-28. Why is it good to be near God? 
● Read Psalm 34:17-18. Why is important to cry out to me? 
● Read Romans 8:26-28. What does this teach us about building a relationship 

with Jesus? 
● How does God satisfy us in our searching? 

 

Implications for Us 

 

● What are you looking for right now in your life? 
● What do you you need to believe about God’s character in that desire? 
● How can you be intentional with your social media usage? 

 

Heart of the Matter: God is the only one that will satisfy our hearts. We cannot except anything or anyone to 

fill a gap that only God was meant to fill. He wants to know you as you ask, seek and knock at His door. 



Week 9: The Better Way 
Read Matthew 7:13-14. 

 

Our Intentions 

• How have you heard the phrase “everyone else is doing it” used? 
● Why is it easier to do what everyone else is doing? 
● What is popularized in your community or culture right now? 

 

God’s Idea 

 

• What does Jesus mean when he says, “enter through the narrow gate”? 

• Read Matthew 5:21-22, Matthew 5:27-30. In these verses, how is Jesus calling 
us to live? 

• Read Lamentations 3:22-26. What is God’s heart for his people? 

• God calls us to a higher standard of living not because he wants something 
from us, but he wants what is best for us. 
 

Social Media’s 
Influence 

 

● What is the broad road when it comes to social media usage? 
● How has that lead to destruction? 
● There is a perceived comfort and satisfaction in going with the rest of the 

crowd. You will not feel alone on the wide road, but the danger is that it leads 
to destruction. 

● What does it look like to walk through the narrow gate with our social media?   
 

Kingdom 
Intersection 

 
● Read John 10:9-10.  
● Read John 14:6. 
● What does it mean that Jesus is the gate? 
● Read 2 Corinthians 5:14-17. In verse 15, What does it mean that we would no 

longer live for ourselves? 
● What does it mean to be a new creation in Christ? 

 

Implications for Us 

 

● Re-read John 10:10. What does it mean to live a life full of love and freedom in 
Jesus? 

● Read 1 Corinthians 10:23. What does this mean and how does it relate? 
● Read Psalm 23. How should this inform the way we live? 

 
 

Heart of the Matter: Jesus calls us to live above minimal expectations of the world and seek his face as “the 

better way.” Although the path is narrow, He offers us a better way to live in the world and bring His Kingdom 

to earth. Only by His power can we live a life of true freedom. 



Week 10: Knowing the Truth 
Read Matthew 7:15-20. 

 

Our Intentions 

• What is the false prophet trying to do? 

• What is the opposite of being alert? 

• What is easy about living that way? 
 

God’s Idea 

 

• What is the first thing that Jesus says to do? 

• Read 1 Peter 5:8-10. How does this verse relate to Jesus’s instruction? 

• In verse 16, Jesus says, “by their fruit you will recognize them” - what does fruit 
have to do with true and false prophets? (fruit is the outcome of what is being 
grow; that’s how you know what the seed was originally intended) - when you 
look at the fruit, you know the fruit 

• Read Ephesians 5:8-13. What is good fruit? What is bad fruit? 

• In order to produce good fruit, you have to know what is true.  

• Read 1 Corinthians 14:33. What does this say about God’s character? 
 

Social Media’s 
Influence 

 

● How is there deception or confusion on social media? 
● How do we stay alert while using it? 

 

Kingdom 
Intersection 

 
● Read John 15:1-11. 
● What does it mean that you remain or abide in the Lord? 
● What does this passage teach us about God? 
● When we know God, we know what is true. When we know what is true, only 

then can we produce good fruit in our lives.  
● Read Psalm 119:160. What does this teach us? 
● Read John 14:6. What does it mean that Jesus is the truth? 

 

Implications for Us 

 

● In Hebrews 6:19, the hope in Jesus is described as “an anchor for the soul, firm 
and secure.” How is Jesus the anchor in a world of changing winds and waves? 

● Read Philippians 4:8. How do we think on things that are true? 
● What are truths that you need to remember about God and his character? 

 
 

Heart of the Matter: The heart of God is not to confuse or mislead you. Following God is not always easy, but 

He promises us to guide, bring things to light and promote truth. 



Week 11: Walking in Faith 
Read Matthew 7:21-23. 

 

Our Intentions 

• Have you ever known of someone, but they did not know you? 

• How might that relate to this text? 

• In verse 23, why does Jesus tell them plainly, “I never knew you. Away from 
me, you evil-doers?”  

• Why would the people be pursuing their own will rather than the Father's? 

• Read Isaiah 29:13. What does this verse mean? 
 

God’s Idea 

 

• Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-3. How does this relate to the Matthew passage? 

• What do we need to order to walk in the will of the Lord? 

• Read John 6:28-29.  

• Read 1 John 3:23-24. 

• What is the work God has called us to do? 

• What does it take to believe in God? 
 

Social Media’s 
Influence 

 

● According to Webster’s Dictionary, Faith is the "complete trust or confidence in 
someone or something.”  

● What have you trusted in social media for? 
● When you are invested in something, you care a lot about it. How have you 

seen social media impact your emotions? 
 

Kingdom 
Intersection 

 
● Read Hebrews 11:6. What does God desire from us? 
● Read Ephesians 2:1-10. 
● In reference to verse 3, why were we "by nature deserving of wrath"? 
● What does it mean that we have been saved by grace? 
● Read verse 8. What part does faith play in our relationship with God? 
● In verse 10, what does it mean that God has prepared good works for us in 

advance? 
● We see that the free gift of God's love is received in hearts by believing in Jesus 

as our savior. Our faith and trust in him restore us to right relationship with the 
Father.  
 

Implications for Us 

 

● Read Mark 9:17-29. 
● The display of faith in this story begins with the Father bringing his son to Jesus 

in the first place. 
● Why do you think Jesus is able to call the evil spirit out of the boy? 
● Looking again at verse 24, how does this encourage us in our faith? 
● In what areas to do you have faith, but need more? 

 

Heart of the Matter: When you put your faith in the unchanging character of God and sacrifice of Christ, you 

are set free to walk in your true purpose. As you grow in your love relationship with the Father, you will trust 

Him and serve others out of His love for you. 



Week 12: Put Wisdom into Practice 
Read Matthew 7:24-29. 

 

Our Intentions 

• There are two people mentioned in the passage. What do both of them want 
to do? 

• What was the intention of the wise builder? 

• What was the intention of the foolish builder? 

• What was the difference between them? 

• Your intentions can be entirely well meaning, but you have to pursue wisdom in 
the pursuit of your intentions! 
 

God’s Idea 

 

• What does God want us to? 

• What is the result of doing that? 

• What happens if we don't? 

• Read Proverbs 10:25. 

• Read Psalm 5:11-12. 

• What does God promise for those who are righteous? 

• Read James 1:22-25. How does this relate to our passage in Matthew? 
 

Social Media’s 
Influence 

 

● How does this passage apply to our social media usage? 
● What could happen if you sought God in every part of your life including your 

social media? 
 

Kingdom 
Intersection 

 
● When you are building the kingdom of God rather than constructing your own 

kingdom, there is stability! 
● Read John 16:33. How does Jesus offer us stability in the midst of the storm? 
● Read 2 Corinthians 5:21. How are we able to be the righteousness of God? 
● Read Ephesians 2:19-22. 
● In verse 19, what does it mean that you are fellow citizens and members of 

God's household? 
● What is the significance of Jesus being the chief cornerstone? (verse 20) 
● How are you a dwelling in which God lives by His Spirit? (verse 22) 
● Read John 14:15-21. 
● What do these verses tell us about the Holy Spirit? 
● Read Hebrews 12:28-29. What do we know about the Kingdom of God? 
● From the Tower of Babel in Genesis to our New Testament text, we see the 

redemption of God building his kingdom through us. We no longer need to build 
a tower to reach God, because he is actually dwelling within us! 
 

Implications for Us 

 

● How have you seen your heart change since you began this study? 
● What does it look like for us to put the teachings of the Sermon on the Mount 

into practice? 
● How can we ask the Holy Spirit to help us? 
● How do we encourage those around us as it relates to social media and the 

heart behind it? 
 



Heart of the Matter: When we can know the righteousness of Christ and be united with the Father, we can put 

wisdom into practice by the power of the Holy Spirit. God wants a relationship with you! He wants it to change 

every part of your life for your good and his glory. 


